Travel Award MNAFS Announcement and Application     		Updated Dec 01, 2025
The Minnesota Chapter of the American Fisheries Society (MN AFS) is pleased to offer travel awards in the amount of $600 each, for up to five students or retirees, to help them attend the Feb 2026 chapter meeting in Duluth, Minnesota. These travel awards are separate from the student scholarship application. Students may apply for both, but likelihood of receiving both may be limited by number of applications received; the chapter wants to help as many members attend as possible.
These awards are made possible by past chapter fundraising efforts and current chapter leadership’s efforts to encourage and retain attendance at the chapter meeting and in AFS. This program may be updated as needed to reflect funding available, as well as best practices in providing financial assistance in an equitable manner.
Information shared by applicants will be kept confidential, shared only with those MN AFS members involved in decisions regarding travel awards. The chapter will only publicize recipient names with their permission. This program is based on trust; we are relying on applicants to be truthful, honest, and ethical when asked about their financial needs and commitment to fisheries science, as befits the members of our professional society.
Link to apply for MN AFS Travel Award can be found here: https://forms.gle/N1jF6cCCNC4bk3jz7 with more information about this and other opportunities here: https://units.fisheries.org/mnafs/scholarships-and-travel-awards

Applicant eligibility requirements:
· Must be currently enrolled in either an undergraduate or graduate degree program with emphasis on fisheries, water resources, aquatic biology, or environmental science with an aquatic component. 
· Must be a current member of MN AFS. 
Note: Chapter membership is free for students. Visit this page to join online: https://units.fisheries.org/mnafs/membership-dues/mn-afs-annual-membership-form
· Must plan to attend the chapter meeting in February 2026. If illness or other unforeseen circumstances prevent attendance, please inform MN AFS as soon as possible. Travel award checks would be presented to successful applicants at the chapter meeting.

Preference will be given to candidates who:
· Have a strong connection to Minnesota fisheries
· Explain compellingly why it is important for you to attend the chapter meeting
· Might have limited, or no access, to other funding sources for conference travel
· Plan to present their research and/or volunteer at the meeting

Application and decision process:
1. Eligible applicants should complete the online form before December 19, 2025 at 11:59 pm. 
2. Members of the MN AFS Scholarship Committee will review the applicant pool and make recommendations for selected award recipients to the MN AFS Executive Committee for approval. 
3. All applicants will be notified on or before January 5, 2026, whether successful or not, to assist in their travel planning for the conference. Successful applicants will be notified first, asked to respond that they have received the information, and confirm that they still plan to attend the conference.
4. Travel Award recipients should register and pay for the conference, with whatever conference options they may want, and make their lodging plans. They will receive the check for $600 at the February 2026 meeting in person. If the student is unable to register in advance due to lack of funding, please ask MN AFS for special accommodation. 
Applications are due by the end of the day on Dec 19th, 2025. 
For questions about the travel award program, please email Dr Susan Colvin at susan.colvin@mnsu.edu
