
 
FHS NEWS – May 2025 

Fish Health Section website: https://units.fisheries.org/fhs/  

Fish Health Section Facebook Site: https://facebook.com/FishHealthSectionAFS 

Fish Health Section on LinkedIn: Please join our newest social media network at LinkedIn Login, Sign in 
or search for us and ask to join. 
 
Fish Health Section Twitter feed: @AFSFishHealth 
 
Welcome to our newest and returning members: Paige Ackerman, Julie Alexander, Joel Bader, 
Vicki Blazer, Marcus Bole, Erika Brigante, Jim Burris, Gary Byrne, Devin Chappell, Ryan Craig, 
Nilanjana Das, Giovana Di Santis, Christopher Dungan, Noha Elbana, Barbara Evans, Joy Evered, 
Benjamin Fairbanks, Sarah Flores, Sally Gee, Eleanor Glahn, Matt Griffin, MD Inja Mamun Haque, 
Nora Hickey, Thomas Jones, Amanda Jones, Thomas Loch, Malina Loeher, Jessie Ma, Maria Muller 
Formico, Mark Polinski, Aimee Reed, Mia Reed, Sean Roon, Eric Schott, Alexandra Schwaab, Karl 
Seitz, Amanda Sheehy, Pedro Viadanna, Jamie Villa, E. Scott Weber, Chelsea Weeks, Sarah 
Williamson, and Ethan Woodyard. To continue receiving the monthly newsletter, please renew your 
memberships in AFS and the FHS at https://fisheries.org/membership/. 
 
2025 AFS FHS Elections starting Tuesday, May 27th! 
 
The time has come to vote in the 2025 AFS FHS Elections! Elections will open Tuesday, May 27th, 
and remain open until Friday, June 13th.  
 
A few things to know: 

• Ballots will be distributed via Survey Monkey from tih33@msstate.edu. If you do not receive a 
ballot by May 28th, please check your junk/spam folder! Ballots are very likely to be 
filtered as spam. 

• To open the full survey, click on one of the candidates in the email body. Note you can still 
modify your vote after clicking to open the survey. 

• Only one nominee may be selected per position 
• You can preview biosketches for all nominees here 
• Help make the AFS FHS the best it can be by making your voice heard - member participation 

is what makes the FHS great! 
• Friends don’t let friends miss the AFS FHS elections. Remind your AFS FHS friends and 

colleagues to vote between May 28th and June 13th!  
• If you/your colleagues have not received ballots, please ensure your membership is up-to-

date! 

 
Thank you in advance for your participation in the 2025 AFS FHS Elections. As always, if you have 
any general questions regarding the 2025 elections, please reach out to the Nominating and Balloting 
Committee Chair (amber.johnston1@maine.edu). 
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We look forward to sharing the election results at the AFS FHS Business Meeting held during the joint 
Western Fish Disease Workshop/AADAP Workshop/AFS-FHS Annual Meeting! 
 
Cheers- 
 
The 2025 Nominating and Balloting Committee 
 
Amber Johnston (Chair) 
Alison Johnson (2nd Year) 
Nisha Shrestha (1st Year) 
Wade Cavender (Past-President) 
 
 
The Fish Health Section of the American Fisheries Society represents fish biologists, 
diagnosticians, researchers, aquaculturists, veterinarians, administrators, and others involved 
in fish health. We represent many fields of expertise, but we all have an interest in fish and 
their welfare. Aquaculture is an essential tool for food production, fisheries conservation and 
management. Animal welfare can be a contentious, charged topic, but fish health and well-
being are nonetheless vital to successful aquaculture. To stem the tide of misinformation and 
provide practitioners with actionable information, the FHS has created an infographic 
highlighting the principles of functional welfare and how they are applied in aquaculture.  

 



MEETINGS, WORKSHOPS & COURSES 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2025 Joint 31st Aquatic Drug Approval Coordination Workshop, 

64th Western Fish Disease Workshop 

and Annual AFS Fish Health Section Meeting 
We are excited to host a triple joint meeting this year! Please join your fish health colleagues to share 
your research and current projects in Bozeman, Montana June 23rd - 27th. Registration is now open! 

Important Dates 
Early bird registration closes: May 2nd, 2025 
Late registration closes: May 26th, 2025 
Abstract submission closes: May 2nd, 2025 
Lodging room block ends: May 20th, 2025 
Snieszko Student Travel Award applications close: May 23rd, 2025 
Please visit the meeting webpage for more information, including Schedule At A Glance, Continuing 
Education Workshop and Lodging. 
 
Federal colleagues - The organizing committee for the upcoming joint fish health meetings in 
Bozeman recognize that this is a particularly challenging time to plan travel for 
workshops/conferences etc. As such, you will not be charged a late fee for registering after the Early 
Bird registration closes. Please quote the Early Bird registration fee in your approval requests, and if 
you register after May 2nd, please use the code FEDERAL2025 to retain that rate. We hope this 
small gesture helps you plan.  
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FHS Annual Meeting | AFS Fish Health Section 
2025 FHS, Western Fish Disease Workshop and Annual 
Aquaculture Drug Approval Coordination Workshop. Bozeman, 
Montana June 23 rd – 27 th Hosted by U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service And AFS – Fish Health Section Organizing Committee 
Ken Staigmiller, Marilyn Blair, Lacey Hopper, Shane Ramee, and 
Sascha Hallett 
units.fisheries.org 

Your organizing committee: Ken Staigmiller, Marilyn "Guppy" Blair, Lacey Hopper, Shane Ramee, 
and Sascha Hallett 
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We are pleased to invite you to the 
22nd International Conference of Diseases of 

Fish and Shellfish 
Organised by the European Association of Fish 

Pathologists 
Conference dates: 1st to 4th of September 2025, Heraklion, Crete, 

Greece 
Registration is now open! 

Abstract submission deadline: 8th May 
Early bird registration until 27th June 

Check out our programme, keynotes, workshops, and social events 
here: https://eafp2025.org/ 
and in the attached flyer 

 
See you in Heraklion! 

  

 
 
JOBS/GRADUATE ASSISTANTSHIPS 
 
 
Zebrafish Related Job Announcements 
https://wiki.zfin.org/display/jobs/Zebrafish-Related+Job+Announcements 
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RESOURCES/NEWS 
 
Aquatic Animal Drug Approval Partnership (AADAP) Updates are available by request:   
The AADAP Updates feature news on aquaculture drugs currently in the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) approval process, AADAP programmatic updates, and aquaculture drug use 
guidance information. If you would like to sign up to receive the AADAP Update, please email to be 
paige_maskill@fws.gov added to our email listserv. 
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