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5.7 Glossary 

 
A.  Myxozoan Life Stages 
 

Trophozoite - vegetative, uninucleate stage with a single diploid nucleus. 
 
Presporogonic stages - multicellular parasite stages that will eventually give rise to spores.  For 

purposes here, this encompasses stages referred to as plasmodia, sporoblasts and sporocysts. 
 
Spore - myxospore is the mature spore that develops in the fish.  It contains polar capsules, polar 

filaments and sporoplasm cell(s). 
 
Sporogenesis - the process of spore formation. 

 
 
B. Cestode Morphology 
 

Scolex - portion of a cestode that bears the organs of attachment. 
 
Bothria - organ of attachment; characteristically they are long narrow grooves of weak muscularity; 

may become flattened to form an efficient sucking organ. 
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